
Table 3.2
U.S. District Courts.  Criminal CASES Filed by Major Offense (Excludes Transfers)

Nature of Offense 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995

TOTAL CASES 43,592 45,735 47,176 45,491 47,472 45,903 44,667 45,053

GENERAL OFFENSES
          
  Homicide Total 146 187 157 203 177 181 195 295
    Murder, First Degree 66 98 82 137 101 85 113 237
    Murder, Second Degree 29 45 23 17 20 49 49 7
    Manslaughter 51 44 52 49 56 47 33 51
          
  Robbery, Total 1,233 1,374 1,321 1,565 1,925 1,789 1,519 1,240
    Bank 1,157 1,295 1,269 1,519 1,857 1,714 1,467 1,168
    Postal 26 20 25 24 40 51 35 43
    Other 50 59 27 22 28 24 17 29
          
  Assault 589 562 592 544 618 523 562 561
          
  Burglary, Breaking 
  and Entering, Total 108 117 119 136 119 141 139 63
    Bank 25 13 32 51 51 77 79 8
    Postal 24 26 27 27 22 26 21 22
    Interstate Shipments 0 2 1 3 4 9 4 7
    Other 59 76 59 55 42 29 35 26
          
  Larceny & Theft, Total 3,552 3,461 3,344 3,358 3,594 3,322 3,335 3,432
    Bank 172 136 133 139 226 331 360 221
    Postal 558 534 438 355 360 371 332 320
    Interstate Shipments 190 202 243 269 279 253 226 174
    Other U.S. Property 1,733 1,799 1,692 1,834 1,967 1,788 1,837 2,012
    Transportation, Etc. 
      of Stolen Property 240 188 208 209 213 236 211 308
    Other 659 602 630 552 549 343 369 397
          
  Embezzlement, Total 2,013 2,076 2,071 1,888 1,882 1,857 1,576 1,368
    Bank 806 958 939 886 810 785 707 734
    Postal 481 464 426 413 414 332 248 243
    Other 726 654 706 589 658 740 621 391

  Fraud, Total 7,060 6,990 7,459 6,948 7,374 7,575 7,098 7,416
    Income Tax 1,148 1,012 995 908 879 867 800 744
    Lending Institution 1,044 1,039 1,172 1,328 1,448 1,474 1,337 1,289
    Postal 1,165 1,127 1,145 962 1,082 1,317 1,222 1,410
    Veterans & Allotments 62 77 20 15 6 10 5 0
    Securities & Exchange 21 54 43 43 48 40 42 30
    Social Security 231 196 303 242 222 205 213 242
    False Personation 23 28 43 66 46 39 40 33
    Nationality Laws 91 141 171 98 49 60 27 82
    Passport Fraud 306 284 287 233 189 227 162 235
    False Claims & Statements 1,622 1,631 1,800 1,503 1,685 1,600 1,468 1,478
    Other 1,347 1,401 1,480 1,550 1,720 1,736 1,782 1,873

Fiscal Year



Table 3.2 (Continued)
U.S. District Courts.  Criminal CASES Filed by Major Offense (Excludes Transfers)

Nature of Offense 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003

TOTAL CASES 47,146 49,655 57,023 59,251 62,152 62,134 66,452 70,092

GENERAL OFFENSES
          
  Homicide Total 344 348 384 383 370 329 370 311
    Murder, First Degree 297 298 323 327 334 292 313 261
    Murder, Second Degree 12 14 15 13 7 9 15 13
    Manslaughter 35 36 46 43 29 28 42 37
          
  Robbery, Total 1,365 1,453 1,448 1,295 1,258 1,355 1,292 1,123
    Bank 1,291 1,384 1,392 1,250 1,219 1,325 1,239 1,085
    Postal 36 29 32 29 25 16 27 20
    Other 38 40 24 16 14 14 26 18
          
  Assault 540 527 629 529 665 622 633 811
          
  Burglary, Breaking 
  and Entering, Total 65 70 89 72 59 52 44 46
    Bank 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0
    Postal 20 25 19 13 13 11 12 13
    Interstate Shipments 1 1 0 3 0 1 1 0
    Other 44 42 70 56 46 40 31 33
          
  Larceny & Theft, Total 3,674 3,299 3,590 3,514 3,414 3,242 3,138 3,103
    Bank 231 233 250 241 276 244 173 179
    Postal 365 363 431 439 455 445 469 438
    Interstate Shipments 202 155 171 187 164 160 184 177
    Other U.S. Property 2,075 1,812 1,937 1,901 1,828 1,798 1,798 1,762
    Transportation, Etc. 
      of Stolen Property 329 265 270 257 249 209 212 166
    Other 472 471 531 489 442 386 302 381
          
  Embezzlement, Total 1,284 1,172 1,397 1,315 1,200 1,072 1,075 962
    Bank 665 594 750 736 667 580 516 403
    Postal 268 261 302 277 242 226 274 282
    Other 351 317 345 302 291 266 285 277

  Fraud, Total 7,633 7,874 8,342 7,654 7,788 7,585 8,204 8,092
    Income Tax 745 802 689 645 581 457 447 433
    Lending Institution 1,212 1,145 1,291 1,244 1,303 1,194 1,095 956
    Postal 1,176 1,125 1,104 1,065 1,117 1,129 1,118 1,039
    Veterans & Allotments 0 3 2 3 5 1 8 8
    Securities & Exchange 31 46 64 56 94 88 120 109
    Social Security 286 335 563 542 640 539 1,091 978
    False Personation 28 32 30 25 39 34 37 27
    Nationality Laws 111 158 292 267 364 398 239 301
    Passport Fraud 226 205 267 301 281 253 261 411
    False Claims & Statements 1,692 2,031 1,959 1,600 1,258 1,394 1,645 1,661
    Other 2,126 1,992 2,081 1,906 2,106 2,098 2,143 2,169
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Table 3.2 (Continued)
U.S. District Courts.  Criminal CASES Filed by Major Offense (Excludes Transfers)

Nature of Offense 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995
          
  Auto Theft 281 222 232 208 210 349 335 267

  Forgery and Counterfeiting, Total 1,599 1,523 1,415 1,186 1,196 1,059 1,093 1,001
    Transportation of Forged Securities 50 57 61 34 57 29 60 12
    Postal Forgery 97 91 92 61 63 70 52 9
    Other Forgery 923 916 790 649 581 492 403 285
    Counterfeiting 529 459 472 442 495 468 578 695
          
  Sex Offenses, Total 394 344 430 443 388 337 359 412
    Sexual Abuse 180 191 209 269 242 233 259 261
    Other 214 153 221 174 146 104 100 151

  Drug Laws, Total 10,593 12,302 12,085 11,748 12,833 12,239 11,356 11,520
          
  Miscellaneous General 
  Offenses, Total 12,177 12,434 13,200 12,603 12,617 11,838 12,412 11,113
    Bribery 213 228 232 263 223 205 283 190
    Drunk Driving/Traffic 8,112 8,211 8,412 6,887 6,836 6,229 7,079 5,214
    Escape* 919 880 879 716 626 725 738 697
    Extortion, Racketeering & Threats 375 373 373 409 508 491 509 713
    Gambling and Lottery 94 96 152 104 131 75 80 26
    Kidnapping 67 63 60 63 75 67 67 81
    Perjury 113 127 120 136 81 111 93 85
    Weapons and Firearms 2,090 2,228 2,776 3,778 3,917 3,636 3,113 3,620
    Other 194 228 196 247 220 299 450 487

SPECIAL OFFENSES
          
  Immigration Laws 1,744 2,039 2,427 2,182 2,090 2,487 2,596 3,960
          
  Liquor, IRS 6 3 9 4 17 6 2 3
          
  Federal Statutes, Total 2,097 2,101 2,315 2,475 2,432 2,200 2,090 2,402
    Agricultural Acts 314 265 290 342 341 254 251 401
    Antitrust Violations 74 78 66 70 63 71 43 38
    Food and Drug Act 37 68 80 55 86 67 46 55
    Migratory Bird Laws 35 64 27 56 23 27 39 27
    Motor Carrier Act 65 38 51 43 25 20 11 12
    National Defense Laws 89 123 105 97 209 144 95 85
    Civil Rights** 85 72 78 89 69 62 70 73
    Contempt 60 153 113 93 52 56 74 69
    Customs Laws 123 117 154 96 97 69 88 97
    Postal Laws 223 205 226 186 206 212 182 202
    Other 992 918 1,125 1,348 1,261 1,218 1,191 1,343
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Table 3.2 (Continued)
U.S. District Courts.  Criminal CASES Filed by Major Offense (Excludes Transfers)

Nature of Offense 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
          
  Auto Theft 232 189 182 189 199 180 152 131

  Forgery and Counterfeiting, Total 987 1,156 1,346 1,292 1,203 1,212 1,193 1,078
    Transportation of Forged Securities 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
    Postal Forgery 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 0
    Other Forgery 260 230 215 145 131 100 111 93
    Counterfeiting 725 925 1,129 1,147 1,072 1,112 1,082 985
          
  Sex Offenses, Total 623 690 777 893 944 1,017 1,187 1,325
    Sexual Abuse 285 305 308 334 431 428 514 552
    Other 338 385 469 559 513 589 673 773

  Drug Laws, Total 12,092 13,656 16,281 17,483 17,505 18,425 19,215 18,996
          
  Miscellaneous General 
  Offenses, Total 10,462 10,386 10,856 11,747 12,544 13,190 14,987 16,432
    Bribery 152 168 174 158 145 131 118 101
    Drunk Driving/Traffic 5,045 4,974 4,982 5,005 4,679 4,958 5,149 5,084
    Escape* 723 587 564 639 635 582 562 519
    Extortion, Racketeering & Threats 557 572 617 534 557 466 594 479
    Gambling and Lottery 16 24 22 16 17 6 10 11
    Kidnapping 116 99 150 101 111 104 98 124
    Perjury 99 87 126 91 113 137 114 84
    Weapons and Firearms 3,162 3,184 3,641 4,367 5,387 5,845 7,382 9,075
    Other 592 691 580 836 900 961 960 955

SPECIAL OFFENSES
          
  Immigration Laws 5,526 6,677 9,339 10,641 12,150 11,277 12,576 15,400
          
  Liquor, IRS 2 2 0 3 9 3 2 1
          
  Federal Statutes, Total 2,317 2,156 2,363 2,241 2,844 2,573 2,384 2,281
    Agricultural Acts 313 267 333 277 316 282 232 226
    Antitrust Violations 31 34 25 39 43 28 24 11
    Food and Drug Act 48 48 47 59 52 70 59 46
    Migratory Bird Laws 48 22 42 18 52 56 74 126
    Motor Carrier Act 7 8 6 16 5 3 2 3
    National Defense Laws 62 73 55 68 533 462 147 74
    Civil Rights** 73 59 77 81 80 76 62 48
    Contempt 81 77 80 78 109 158 107 73
    Customs Laws 110 97 125 96 97 79 78 72
    Postal Laws 152 165 152 119 112 135 129 122
    Other 1,392 1,306 1,421 1,390 1,445 1,224 1,470 1,480
*Includes escape from custody, aiding or abetting an escape, failure to appear in court, and bail jumping.
**Includes cases removed from state courts under provision of the Civil Rights Act, 28 U.S.C. 1443.

Source:  Statistical Table D-2 (CASES)

NOTE:  Criminal cases and defendants tend to fluctuate with changes in Department of Justice policies.  Sustained increases in immigration and firearms cases 
reflect law enforcement and other special initiatives in these areas.  In 2002, the large increase in criminal cases and defendants involving social security fraud 
resulted from the recent "sweep" of identity theft prosecutions announced by the Attorney General in May 2002.
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